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Science:
As April showers move into the forecast, it’s 
the perfect time to conclude our weather 
and weather patterns unit with an 
investigation on  perception.  To do this, our 
classes will observe and record 
accumulations using a rain gauge. At the 
end of the  month, we will shift our focus to 
a new unit studying living and nonliving 
things.  

Social Studies:
During the month of April, students will 
begin learning about different communities. 
Students will be introduced to the 
vocabulary terms urban, suburban, and 
rural. They will identify the kind of 
community in which they live and name the 
town, state, and country. As an extension 
activity, we encourage you to have your 
child practice stating where they live and 
writing their home address. 

Health:
In celebration of Earth Day, students will 
learn about how they can do their share to 
take care of our environment. We will 
discuss ways to reduce, reuse, and recycle 
to conserve our natural resources, landfill 
space, and energy. 

Word Work:
We will be wrapping up our study of “bossy r” 
words and begin learning about vowel teams. A 
vowel team is a combination of two vowels 
which together produce one sound, usually a 
long sound. Please be sure to reference the 
weekly word study sheet for vowel team 
combinations and helpful phonics tips.

Sight Words: 
With the arrival of spring and warmer weather, it 
is time to bring the sight word practice outside. 
Engage your child in a game of sight word 
hopscotch or practice writing sight words using 
sidewalk chalk. There are endless opportunities 
for fun and practice. See the attachment for 
some fresh, new ideas.

Reading Workshop:
Our young readers continue to explore the 
complexity of characters by digging deeper. 
They study their personality traits and how their 
feelings change throughout the beginning, 
middle, and end of a story. As the unit comes to 
a close, students will learn to uncover the lesson 
embedded within stories. Authors of fiction books 
write stories for various purposes, some teach a 
lesson or moral, while other simply entertain 
readers. Try out the suggested reading activities 
at home to facilitate a discussion about 
characters and theme.

Writing Workshop:
In writing, students will take their opinion writing 
to the next level by using the art of persuasion to 
convince readers. They will write reviews for 
various topics such as games, movies, toys, 
restaurants, and books. As they write, they will 
provide support for their opinion by explaining 
several reasons for their position.  
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Math: 
This month, we will apply our knowledge of 
of place value by comparing numbers. The 
children will look carefully at the amount of 
tens and ones in a number to determine 
greater than, less than, or equal to. 
Students will be learning the mathematical 
symbols used to compare two numbers, as 
well (>, <, =). Later in the month, we will 
extend our place value skills by adding and 
subtracting with two-digit numbers. 





 
Sight Word Games to Play Outside 

1.! Sight Word Soccer: Kids can dribble and shoot a soccer ball as they practice sight 
words. In advance, write sight words on a set of index cards. Scatter the cards 
around the “field” or playing area. As your child dribbles the ball, they read a 
word card on the ground until they reach the soccer net to shoot a goal.   

 

2.! Sight Word Basketball: Dribble around to the correct sight word and build reading 
and basketball skills. In advance, write sight words on a set of index cards. Scatter 
the cards around the “court” or playing area. As your child dribbles the ball, they 
read a word card on the ground until they reach the basketball net to make a 
basket.   

 

3.! Yard Clean Up Sight Word Game: Combine recycling and sight words in this fun 
clean up game. Write sight words on the outside of empty water bottles. Scatter 
bottles on the ground in an open area. Have your child pick up the water bottles, 
read the word, and then “recycle” it in the appropriate bin. For a variation of the 
game, have your child spell the word or use it in a sentence before “recycling” it in 
the bin. 

 

4.! Sight Word Hopscotch- Using chalk, create a hopscotch pattern as shown below. 
Write a sight word in each one of the hopscotch boxes. To begin the game, the 
player tosses a marker such as a small stone, bottle cap or button in the first square 
of the hopscotch board. The player then continues hoping across the hopscotch 
pattern saying each sight word as he lands on the squares. When the player gets to 
the last square, he or she must turn around and hop back saying each sight word 
again. Then the player must pick up the marker without touching the first square and 
complete the course by hopping on it. If he or she successfully completes the course, they 
would proceed the game by tossing the stone to the second square and continue hopping as 
stated above. 

 

 

 

 

 



ASKING THE RIGHT QUESTIONS 

Created By: Deana Kahlenberg 

When reading with your child, check for understanding by asking 
questions.  Don’t just ask questions at the end, it’s important to 
check for understanding before, during and after reading.  Here 

are some questions to ask! 

BEFORE 
•  What do you think 

will happen in this 
story? 

•  What might be the 
problem? 

•  Where may be the 
setting of the story? 

•  What do you know 
about this topic? 

•  What does this story 
make you think of? 

•  What are you 
wondering? 

•  What does the title 
tell you? 

DURING 
•  What do you think 

will happen next? 
•  What can you tell me 

about the story so 
far? 

•  How do you feel 
about the story so 
far? 

•  What questions do 
you have? 

•  Why do you think the 
character did that? 

•  What would you have 
done? 

AFTER 
•  What was the title? 
•  What was the 

problem/solution in 
the story? 

•  Why do you think 
the author wrote 
this book? 

•  What was your 
favorite/least 
favorite part? 

•  What would you 
change about the 
story? 

•  What will happen 
next? 
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